PORTIA-AT   THE  LYCEUM
born, and caught the forensic style to perfection. The Lyceum revival of " The Merchant of Venice " was successful beyond Henry Irving's utmost hope. In his interesting book entitled " Henry Irving in England and America/' Mr. Frederick Daly tells us that the piece " was played for two hundred and fifty nights, the longest representation of any Shakespearean play. It had been one of Mr. Irving's designs, when he became a manager, to present several plays for a limited number of nights every season; but, as he plaintively remarked in one of his speeches, the public would persist in coming in such numbers, and with such unflagging interest, to see the production, that he was obliged to defer to the popular wish, and keep a play on the boards for months instead of weeks."
On the occasion of Miss Terry's benefit,
on the 2oth of May, 1880, the last act of
"The Merchant of Venice" was omitted,
and a short piece by W. G. Wills, entitled
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